Whittonstall and Broomley First Schools
Weekly Newsletter
1 October 2021

Tel: W: 01207560325

B: 01661842271

Website:www.broomley.northumberland.sch.uk/website

________________________________________________________________________
Our overall attendance this week was

%
Well done everyone for a fantastic attendance record this week.
_____________________________________________________________________
HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN:
The children have been super busy this week getting all the new books in their classrooms organised. Before
the summer holidays, we spent some time developing our reading corners in school to ensure all the children
had an area in their classroom to settle down and enjoy a good book. With some great donations from home
and also some new titles, the children’s reading corners are looking brilliant. As well as our reading corners
the Year 4 librarians have been showcasing our library area, with children from each class visiting and
borrowing books to read at home. I was able to visit all the classes this week to talk to the children about their
class book and what they have been working on. From Beowulf to ‘The Stone Age Boy’, the children have a
real sense of enjoyment towards reading which is fantastic to see. The children have also been working on
creating a wish list of books focused on cultural diversity. Exploring families and cultures all over the world is
a common thread in our curriculum this academic year and we welcome the opportunity to allow the children
to understand the importance of inclusivity and equality.
We have had a lot of coughs and colds this week in school, with an unpleasant winter virus doing the rounds.
I am aware this can be frustrating but we must continue to follow the guidelines to keep everyone in our
school community as safe as we can. The lateral flow tests are for people with no symptoms. If your
child develops symptoms at any time (including a high temperature; a new, continuous cough; or a loss or
change to their sense of smell or taste) they must immediately self-isolate and book a PCR test by calling
119 or visiting https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test. If your child develops one of the above symptoms
while in school, we will contact you and ask you to call 119 for further advice.

__________________________________________________________________

AWARDS OF THE WEEK:
Kid Awesome - Stars of the Week:
Reception
● Luke W for being more confident in class, trying new things and making new friends
Year 1
● Eloise B for good listening and her working exceptionally hard at
maths
Year 2
● Penny W for her lovely sentence writing
Year 3
● Ethan L for impressing Miss Ward with his brilliant answers in class
Year 4
● Charlie L for being a great role model and a very efficient play leader

Head Teacher Awards:
● Kate in Reception for excellent Phonics and using the letter 'm'
● Mara in Year 2 for excellent use of vocabulary when answering questions
● Walt in Year 4-fantastic sharing of information about Beowolf and its links to the Anglo-Saxons.

_______________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL UPDATES
Fabulous French Day- Friday 8th October:
Bonjour!
On Friday 8th October 2021 we will be holding a whole school Fabulous French
Day celebration. Your child is invited to come to school dressed up in the colours
of the French flag as part of the fun. Children who have Outdoor Day on a Friday
can wear their waterproofs over their red, white and blue clothing and dress for
the outdoor weather as usual. During the course of the day, children will have the opportunity to listen to
stories in French, taste French food, paint in the style of a famous French artist and immerse themselves in
exciting French themed activities in their classes. There will also be an optional opportunity for all children to
visit our popup French Café during the day and buy a crêpe, croissant or pain-au-chocolate to eat. There will
be a charge of £1 for those who would like to do this.
We are looking forward to a fun filled celebration with your child.
À bientôt mes amis!
Madame Humes
Children’s Internet Use Survey:
In order to better help us decide how best to support families with any
e-safety concerns, Mr Moore has devised this very short multiple choice
survey on your child’s IT usage at home. It covers types of use as well as
any areas of concern you may have. The survey should only take a
minute to complete and we would really appreciate your help with this.
Please follow the link below to complete the survey:

Broomley E- Safety Survey

School Photographs - deadline for orders - Monday 4th October:
You should by now, have all received a parentmail with information on how to view
and/or order your child’s school photos. The link will expire on Monday 4th October &
all prints will be delivered to school after this date apart from digital images which are
automatically sent out after payment is made.

SENDCo and Pupil Premium update:
Unfortunately our SENDCo is going to be absent from school for the next few weeks so Mrs Barker will take
on this role in her absence. Where applicable, parents will receive information next week to set up initial
meetings for discussion. Apologies for any inconvenience caused by this but we assure you that detailed
hand overs have taken place this week.
New Starter Reception 2022 Open Evening at Broomley First School - Monday 8th November:
We are holding our Reception New Starter 2022 Open Evening for potential parents to come and look around
school on Monday 8th November from 4- 5 pm. There will be a chance to look around the whole school and
then spend time in the Early Years’ areas and chat to our Reception team who will be happy to answer any
questions that you may have. Refreshments will also be provided. If you know anyone who may be interested
in attending, please pass the information to them and ask them to contact the school office.

School Uniform:
Please can we remind parents that ALL items that come into school should be
named. Children have a habit of leaving their things lying about and we are
unable to reunite unnamed items with their owners. If your child has any
second-hand uniform, please remove the previous owner's name and clearly add
your childs. We are trying to keep lost property to a minimum at the moment so we would also be grateful if
you could remind your children that they are responsible for looking after their own things and to pop things
in their locker if they don’t need it in class.

Things to do:

Drama, magic and spooky goings on are happening at half term
at The Bowes Museum near Barnard Castle. Activities include:
●
25 Oct
●
●
●

Clara the Ghostbuster Rhino - ghostly crafting on 23 and
Lego Robotics and Coding Workshop 27 Oct
Halloween themed drama workshop 29 Oct
Magic Workshop 30 Oct

Some activities have an additional charge but for more information, follow the link below:
https://www.thebowesmuseum.org.uk/Whats-On/October-Fun

https://museumsnorthumberland.org.uk/whats-on/hexham-skull-trail/

DIARY DATES
●

Tuesday 5th October

Y2 Woods Visit

●

Friday 8th October

French Themed Day - see above for more details

●

w/c 11 October

Virtual Parents’ Evenings - more information next week

●

Tuesday 12th October

Y2 Woods Visit

●

Monday 18th October

Y3 trip to Great North Museum

●

Tuesday 19th October

Y2 Woods Visit

●

Thursday 21st October

Halloween Non Uniform Day - more information to follow

●

Friday 22nd October

Teacher Training Day

●

Mon 25th - Fri 29th October Half Term

●

Monday 1st November

Return to school for Autumn 2

●

Tuesday 2nd November

Democracy Day with Councillor Anne Dale

●

Friday 5th November

Bonfire Night Outdoor Day - more information to follow

●

Wednesday 10th November Pamela Buchart Virtual Book Event - Y2

●

w/c 29th November

Interfaith week - more info about planned activities and trips to follow

●

Friday 3rd December

Flu Vaccinations - Please note new dates

●

Friday 10th December

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children

●

Wednesday 15th December M and M Production of Jack and the Beanstalk in school

●

Friday 17th December

Class Christmas Party Afternoon

On behalf of staff and governors may I wish you all a lovely weekend, take care and stay safe.

Mrs Barker
Executive Head Teacher

