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________________________________________________________________________
Our overall attendance this week was

96.7 %
Well done everyone for a fantastic attendance record this week.
_____________________________________________________________________
HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE TO THE CHILDREN:
I hope that you all enjoyed a restful half term break and managed to get some time to spend doing the things
that you enjoy with friends and family.
At the beginning of the week we received notification from Northumberland County Council regarding
Additional COVID-19 control measures in schools. The information states that there has been a large
increase in the number of children and young people in Northumberland testing positive for COVID-19 and
the highest case rates are in school age children. This is leading to the spread of COVID-19 within families
and into older age groups. Whilst this does not enforce a large amount of changes for our school, we have
re-evaluated the activities prepared for this half term in line with: wearing face coverings in communal areas,
reducing mixing between year groups and classes as far as possible and to carefully consider whether large
events should continue.
We will continue with all the activities we have planned but we will not be permitting mass gatherings into
school. This will affect our Christmas plays which will now be recorded and offered on DVD as well as
hopefully being live streamed, rather than parents coming into school. Staff have now re-introduced mask
wearing in communal areas in school and continue with our timetable which includes distancing between
EYFS, KS1 and KS2 when it is possible. This week we received our CO2 monitors in school which are now
installed in classrooms and communal areas. These will help us quickly identify areas of the building which
require additional ventilation and continue to keep our children and staff as safe as we can.
We will continue to evaluate the situation on a daily basis but we are hoping, with these additional measures,
that if circumstances do change, there will be minimum disruption to the children.

_____________________________________________________________________________

AWARDS OF THE WEEK:
Kid Awesome - Stars of the Week:
Reception
● Zoe T for amazing problem solving skills in our mathematics sessions
Year 1
● Lucy W - for her fantastic teamwork and leadership skills during our science experiment
Year 2
● Indie T for her amazing sentence stacking work
Year 3 and Year 4
● All of Year 3 and 4 for their amazing teamwork as part of our Woods Week - they have been fantastic!
Head Teacher Awards
● Kitty K in Year 4 for being super polite and working hard
● Ellis B in Year 2 for being a good friend and sharing with others

______________________________________________________________________
SCHOOL UPDATES
Northern Children’s Book Festival - Year 2 ONLY
Year 2 will be attending a digital event with Pamela Butchart on Wednesday 10th November as part of the
38th annual Northern Children’s Book Festival and will have the opportunity to buy signed copies of her
books. Pamela is the bestselling, award winning author of some of the funniest children's books around!
These include:

A Monster Ate My Packed Lunch!

The Broken Leg of Doom

The Wigglesbottom Primary
series

There is no obligation to buy books as part of this digital event, but we do want to alert you to this opportunity
in order to avoid disappointment. Often pupils are very inspired to read the author’s book after such a visit
and this is a unique opportunity for them to have books signed. The author will be providing signed
bookplates which will be inserted into the purchased book.
Please be aware that due to the format of this year’s festival, books may take up to two weeks to arrive
following the event - but still in plenty of time to make a brilliant Christmas present!
If you would like to order any books at a cost of £6.99 each then please follow the link below to complete the
google form:
Year 2 - Pamela Butchart Books
Payment can be made on Parentmail pmx or by cash or cheque (payable to Tyne Community Learning
Trust) sent in to school in a named envelope. Please note payment must be made before we can place your
order with the event organisers.
The digital event will be held in school and no charge is being made to parents. If you do not wish to order
any books there is no need to complete the google form.

Year 3 and 4 Outdoor Week:
This week has been Outdoor Week for Year 3 and Year 4. On Monday,
Tuesday and Wednesday the children spent time in our school outdoor area
learning, amongst other things, how to use tools properly and how to light
fires. On Thursday and Friday, they headed off to Bywell Woods to put some
of the things they had learnt into practice. As you can see from the photographs below, they had a fantastic
time. They all worked really well together in their teams and helped each other to complete all their tasks.

Whole School Outdoor Day Celebration - Friday 5th November:
Today our Year 2, Year 1 and Reception children all came together for a fantastic outdoor day to celebrate
Bonfire Night and Diwali - the Hindu and Sikh Festival of Light. They took part in lots of activities including
cooking on the fire, making bonfire night pictures and Diva lamps. As you can see from the pictures below
they had a great day. Thank you, Miss Richardson, for organising such a brilliant day!

Democracy Day- Tuesday 2nd November:
We welcomed Councillor Anne Dale into school this week. She held two
assemblies where we discussed the importance of Democracy. Our
discussions led to the topics of Climate Change and COP26. Our children
were incredible at offering ideas and solutions to support changes that can
make a real impact, such as Giant Hamster Wheeled Generators, Solar
Power, litter collections, reducing food miles and lots more.
This clearly demonstrates how they were able to apply their reading in class to real life situations. We are so
proud of them.
Watch out for more Democratic and Eco School news

Visit from the Fire Brigade about bonfire night safety:
On Wednesday we had a visit from some local firefighters, who led assemblies talking to the children about
all aspects of safety around bonfire night and fireworks. They also brought their fire engine into school, which
the children were very excited to see - and hear the very loud siren! Thank you to the firefighters for taking
time out of their busy day to come into school.

Year 4 Ford Castle Residential Trip 2022 - Expression of Interest:
We are starting to look forward to our joint Broomley and Whittonstall Year 4 Residential
Trip to Ford Castle, which will take place from Wednesday 22nd to Friday 24th June
2022. This is a fantastic opportunity for the children to take part in a variety of outdoor
activities in a lovely setting.
We are currently finalising the costs for the trip but expect it to be in the region of £195, which includes the
accommodation and food and all activities. However, these costs may vary slightly depending on the actual
number of children taking part. Our PTA has, very kindly,offered to fund the cost of transport to help keep
the price down. We will be giving parents the option of paying in instalments, if they wish.
If your child is in Year 4 and you haven’t already done so, please follow the link below and complete the
google form to confirm if your child would like to take part in this trip. To enable us to confirm costs, would
you please return the slip no later than Friday 12th November 2021. Further details will be sent out after this
date.
Y4 Ford Castle Expression of Interest

E Safety Information - Squid Games: You may be aware of concerns reported
in the media regarding the Netflix series Squid Games. The link below to the
National Online safety website offers clarification and advice for parents about
some of the issues being experienced.
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-acrossplatforms-what-parents-need-to-know
We have also attached an e-safety information sheet to this newsletter which has lots of useful information to
help parents.

Things to do:
Christmas at Seven Stories:
Seven Stories, the National Centre for Children’s
Books has lots of fantastic Christmas themed
events coming up over the next few weeks, including:
● Once there was Magic Exhibition (weekends and school holidays)
● Write your own fantasy adventure for children aged 8+ - Tues 16th Nov
● Pat a Cake Afternoon Tea for Tots - Sat and Sun 20th and 21st Nov
● Magical Adventure with Santa including Afternoon tea from 27th Nov
For more information on any of these events, please follow the link below:
Seven Stories Christmas Events

Charity Coffee Morning this Saturday, 6th November at SICA
(Community Centre opposite the train station) organised by
the Tuesday Lunch Club.
This club has been going for 10 years and provides a hot meal for local
residents (dinner and pudding for £5!) And is an opportunity for them to have a
good, nutritious meal, to meet up with friends and have some company. Meals
on wheels are also delivered to those who can't come to SICA. Occasionally
they also take a trip out to a garden centre or the seaside, and this is the only time some of them get the
chance to leave the village.
This Saturday morning they are holding a Coffee Morning to raise money to subsidise these meals and
trips out.
There will also be tables from Tynedale Hospice, Barnardos and the RSPCA Northumberland West,
selling Xmas cards, small gifts and handmade items that might make ideal Christmas presents or stocking
fillers.
If you are on your way to or from dance, football, shopping etc. or don't have anything planned, why not
pop along and spend a few pounds to support these worthwhile local charities. You might even grab a
bargain or some lovely home made cakes!
Hope to see you there!

TEATIME TUNES - Ceilidh Band workshops (online and in person)
- for students with 1 yrs experience up to grade 4 level - starts next Monday
8th November (6 -6:45pm):
We're very excited to be running Teatime Tunes again this year and we'd love you
to be part of it:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

It’s FREE
it’s mostly online Monday’s 6 - 6.45pm (8th Nov, 22nd Nov & 6th Dec)
with an additional ‘in person’ session on Saturday 11th December.
aimed at beginners/intermediate instrumentalists (1 yr of playing up to Grade 4 level)
short series of 4 sessions running November/December only
open to under 18's

To apply to join the group:
Please complete the attached parental consent form with a handwritten signature. Sorry, we
cannot accept a digital signature. Please then scan and return to
Rachel.Robbins@northumberland.gov.uk (if no scanner is available then please photo the
completed form and attach it to an email to me) If you're an existing member of an MPN
ensemble and have already completed a consent form, you don't need to complete another.
Simply reply to this email saying that your child would like to be part of the Teatime Tunes. If your
child took part in Teatime Tunes last year, then a new consent form is required for this academic
year please
2. Please confirm your child’s instrument and grade (if any, but no grade required).
1.

To take part in all of the sessions you will need to apply by this Friday 5th November 2021
We will then be in touch, to send you a Microsoft Teams invitation, so that you can join the rehearsals.
Please remember that a parent or carer must be present in the room throughout each session.

DIARY DATES
●

Monday 8th November

●

Wednesday 10th November Pamela Butchart Virtual Book Event - Y2 - see above for more info

●

w/c Monday 15th November Anti Bullying Week - starting with wearing odd socks to celebrate

Reception 2022 New Starter Open Evening 4-5pm

individuality
●

Friday 19th November

Children in Need - more information to follow

●

w/c 29th November

Interfaith week - more info about planned activities and trips to follow

●

Friday 3rd December

Flu Vaccinations

●

w/c 6th December

Christmas Performances - due to Covid restrictions, parents will not
be able to attend but performances will be filmed and shared

●

Thursday 9th December

Christmas Lunch

●

Friday 10th December

Christmas Jumper Day for Save the Children

●

Friday 10th December

PTA Christmas Fair - children only and Enterprise Fair

●

Wednesday 15th December M and M Production of Jack and the Beanstalk in school

●

Friday 17th December

Christingle Service

●

Friday 17th December

Class Christmas Party Afternoon

●

Tuesday 4th January

Teacher Training Day

●

Wednesday 5th January

School Reopens for Spring Term

On behalf of staff and governors may I wish you all a half term, take care and stay safe.

Mrs Barker
Executive Head Teacher

