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_____________________________________________________________________
Our overall attendance this week was

98.8 %
Well done everyone - we have had a really good week for attendance!

___________________________________________________________________
HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE:
We have had a wonderful computing week in school this week, around online safety and in connection with
Safer Internet Day 2022. We all know how hard it is to keep our children safe in the online world, but there
are things we can do to help and ways we can empower the children to make sensible choices of their own.
As parents our job is getting harder, the rise in availability of devices, development of apps and the increase
in accessibility of the online world, feels like it builds on a daily basis. Mr Moore, our Computing lead, has put
some helpful notes and websites into this newsletter that will help you to support the message about staying
safe online at home. He is planning to run some workshops for parents in the summer term too, so we would
love some feedback through our online survey to see what you feel would be most beneficial for you and
your child.
On a different note this week has also been Children’s Mental Health week, a hugely important week where
we have talked to the children about their well being and discussed ways to support both ourselves and each
other. The children have done lots of work around feelings and recognising that a range of feelings are
perfectly normal for all humans, it’s how we process and recognise those feelings that is the key sometimes!
Mrs Howe, our deputy head, is currently training as a Mental Health Lead through the government's
Designated Senior Mental Health Lead Programme and has updated our website with a page of useful
websites, top tips and help lines that are available for you as parents and for the children. More information
can be found below.

Next week is the final week of the half term and we have lots of lovely things planned, - look out for your child
bringing home their world book day t-shirt to decorate over the holidays too! Do have a lovely weekend, and
we will see you all on Monday for our Valentine’s non uniform day, raising funds for our school council.

__________________________________________________________________________

AWARDS OF THE WEEK:
Kid Awesome - Stars of the Week:
Reception
● Flossie Liddle for her brilliant arctic work this week
Year 1
● Roscoe T for his impressive poetry in English
Year 2
● Jasmine Leech for her excellent multiplication work
Year 3
● Theo B for his positive attitude to learning and improvement in writing!
Year 4
● Joshua Butler for excellent guided reading work
Headteacher’s Awards: to the representatives from our Eco Committee who worked so hard planting the
new orchard at Birkdene this week.
Well done to Leo and George from Year 1, Thea and Penny from Year 2, Jessica, Jack SC and Evelyn from
Year 3 and Emily, Abi, Edward and Neave from Year 4.

_____________________________________________________________
SCHOOL UPDATES
VALENTINE’S NON UNIFORM DAY - Monday 14th February:
Just a reminder that on Monday we are having a Valentine’s Non-Uniform Day to help
raise money for our school council who have lots of ideas for things they would like to do
in school.
Children can come to school wearing colours and patterns that they associate with
Valentine's day, such as red, pink and white, but this is not compulsory.
Please be mindful that the children will still be doing their normal school activities and playing outdoors and
so should be dressed warmly and have practical footwear. We kindly ask for a 50p donation per child to raise
money for our school council, but again this is not compulsory. Please send any donations to school in a
named envelope.

Parental Workshops: Over the summer term we are hoping to run some fun
workshops for parents and carers around the curriculum, wellbeing and child
development. In order for us to make this as successful as possible we would
really appreciate your input. There is a link below to a google form with a few
simple questions, it should only take 5 minutes to complete and your help is very
much appreciated, thank you in advance.
https://forms.gle/4wKq7AfTomNksGmp8

Children’s Mental Health Week:
This week has been a national Children’s Mental Health Week for children across the
country. In our school we have talked about how important it is to look after ourselves,
by getting a good night's sleep, eating well and talking about our feelings and how to
deal with them. In school we teach the children that anger, anxiety and happiness are
all normal human feelings, but it’s sometimes how we respond to those feelings that
becomes a bit tricky!
Our website has been updated this week with a new section under Key Information, called Supporting
Children and Families Emotional Wellbeing.On this page there are key links and websites for you as a family
to explore that provide some great information around supporting your child at home, and also supporting
yourself as a parent.
We plan on developing our provision further over the rest of the year and welcome all ideas - so please do
get in touch if you have any ideas or questions.

WORLD BOOK DAY - FRIDAY 4th MARCH:
We are doing something a little bit different this world book day. Instead of
asking the children to come dressed in fancy dress costumes, each child will be
provided with a plain white T-Shirt which they will bring
home next week, and which we would like them to
decorate using the theme of ‘ My Favourite Book’. This
might take the form of drawing the front cover of the
book or a scene or character from it. They can decorate the t-shirt using whatever
medium they would like - pens, paint, material etc. and it can be as simple or
elaborate as you would like.
We are also holding a book swap on the day. Children will be encouraged to bring in a
book from home that they have enjoyed and which they would now like to donate to
their friends. Each child will receive another book in place of the one they have given.
Books can be sent into school from Monday 28th February - please send just one book
per child.
To round off the day, we will be having a buddy story telling afternoon including a buddy book quiz.
As our Newcastle United Foundation PE sessions are on Thursdays, we will be holding our World Book Day
on Friday 4th March this year.

BOOK REVIEW CORNER:
Thank you to everyone who has sent us a book review this week. We can’t put
them all in this week’s newsletter but promise that we will print them all over the
coming weeks.
Thank you to Oran (Y1) and Tessie (Y4) for their recommendations. Don’t forget that we will be entering
everyone who sends in a book review, to our prize draw.

‘Superpoop’ by Sam Harper
Oran thinks that this book is the best, funniest book ever!!! It's all about poop!!
It's a superhero book about a 'pooperhero' who tries to be part of a group of
superheros and makes some friends along the way. He tries to save the day over
and over again....and in the end rescues some jewels and becomes part of the
'super league of superheros'.
This sounds brilliant, Oran and I am sure it will appeal to lots of your school friends
too.

Book Review of “Willow Moss and the Lost Day” (Book 1 of the Starfell series) by Dominique Valente
By Tessie T (Year 4)
‘I like the Starfell series because it is about magic and someone finding out that they are more important than
they think. The first book is about Willow Moss and compared to most people where she lives, her special
power is not very important, until the famous witch Moreg Vaine asks her to help. She thinks that a day has
been stolen and that Willow might be stronger than she thinks, and that she will need help from the monster
under the bed, Oswin, who is one hundred percent not a cat. That is where Willow’s story begins, and if you
want to find out more, read Willow Moss and the Forgotten Tale and after that, read Willow Moss and the
Vanished Kingdom.
I recommend these books to people who like magic and witches, and people who dream of having powers.
You might also like the story because it has dragons, big mysteries, and weird problems.’
Thank you so much for sending in this review, Tessie. It’s always great to find a new series of books to read.
If you love the first one, there is always another one in the series to look forward to.

SAFER INTERNET DAY:
This week, all classes have spent some time discussing staying safe online.
Tuesday was Safer Internet Day and at Broomley and Whittonstall we began
the day with a whole school assembly, focusing on the games some of us play
online and how we interact with others.

The theme of this year's SID was ''All fun and games? Exploring respect and relationships online.'' With this
in mind I would like to share two helpful websites with you https://www.commonsensemedia.org/ - this website is useful for checking age-related advice for games, films
and tv programmes. It's a quick and easy way of ensuring your children are seeing age-appropriate content.

https://www.vodafone.co.uk/mobile/digital-parenting/parental-controls-and-filtering - although this information
is from Vodaphone it covers many aspects of parental guidance and controls across a range of devices and
platforms. Very helpful as a quick guide when you want to ensure the tablet/computer your child is using has
the correct restrictions for their age group.
If you do want to start a conversation with your child about staying safe online and knowing what to do if
something goes wrong, please do get in touch with school and I will happily meet with you to discuss ideas.
Mr Moore (Computing lead)
Here are some pictures from Y1’s safer internet sessions - ask us what kind of things we looked at online and
talked about in class:

For safer internet day in Year 3, we have focussed on gaming and respecting others online. We spoke about
things you could say to other gamers while playing against them and what to do if someone is unkind to you.
We also wrote about the things we enjoy online, because it's important to remember that technology can be a
fantastic tool for fun and learning, too!

MID TYNE KIDS CLUB HOLIDAY CLUB: Mid Tyne Kids Club will be open from
Monday to Thursday during the half term holiday, from 8.00 am to 6.00pm each day.
They still have space available so to book your child a place for lots of fun and
activities, call 07378 175687.

NSPCC NUMBER DAY - FUNDRAISING EVENT:
Our final total raised for the NSPCC is £64. Thank you to everyone who donated - all the
money raised will go towards helping vulnerable children.

ECO COMMITTEE ORCHARD PLANTING: Miss Richardson took some representatives from the Eco
Committee to take part in planting some fruit trees in our village this week. Along with Councillor Anne Dale
they planted an apple orchard at Birkdene, which the children will be able to watch grow and hopefully bear
lots of delicious fruit over the coming years. Well done everyone, it looks like it was hard work!

Things to Do:

DIARY DATES
●
●

Monday 14th February
Friday 18th February

Non Uniform Valentine’s Day Fundraiser for School Council
School Closes for half term

●

Monday 28th February

School reopens for Spring term 2

●

Friday 4th March

World Book Day - see above for more information

●

W/C 7th March

STEM Week - more information to follow

●

W/C 7th March
Parents’ Evenings - class dates and times to be confirmed and more
information to follow shortly about booking appointment slots

●

Friday 18th March
Comic Relief Red Nose Day - more information to follow. We will be
selling red noses in the run up to red nose day

●

Mon 21st - Fri 25th March
Neurodiversity Week - celebrating learning differences and the
strengths and talents that come from thinking and perceiving the world differently

●

Friday 8th April

School closes for Easter holidays

●

Monday 25th April

School reopens for Summer term On behalf of staff and governors

may I wish you all a lovely weekend, take care and stay safe.

Mrs Barker
Executive Head Teacher

