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Welcome
Welcome to Broomley First School, our outstanding village
school situated in the beautiful rural Tyne Valley. We take
pride in our family ethos, valuing each and every child, and
work hard to provide an enjoyable and memorable experience
which prepares each one for a bright future.
We have an enthusiastic, hard-working and friendly staff and
governors. Our parents are extremely supportive and active
within school. We value our strong links with the community.
We work very hard to provide our children with a well
resourced, stimulating environment where they feel safe,
secure and highly motivated to become life-long learners.

A highly creative curriculum and
exceptional outdoor learning
opportunities underpin excellent
teaching and learning.

Ofsted, June 2012

“The school’s family ethos and
rigorous attention to ensuring
everyone feels safe sustain pupils’
outstanding behaviour and safety.”

Ofsted, June 2012

Our Aims

At the heart of our school are our children. Their emotional health
and well being is of prime importance. We aim to create a happy,
welcoming and stimulating environment which will provide high
standards of education, value the efforts of the individual, fulfil the
learning potential of all children and promote equal opportunities.
Our approach encourages children to develop positive attitudes
towards learning. It also promotes initiative, self-discipline. high
self-esteem and independence.
A respect for spiritual, moral, social and cultural values and an
understanding of what is right and wrong is encouraged. We aim to
nurture the whole child: developing co-operation, resilience,
tolerance, consideration for others and the necessary skills for
future successful lives.
The learning in school is planned to provide a creative, broad,
skills-based curriculum which fully engages all pupils in their
learning, whatever their abilities, enabling each child to reach his or
her full potential. We believe outdoor education to be an integral
part of children’s learning and vital to their development as
confident risk-takers in life.
We promote thinking skills,
problem solving and teamwork across the curriculum.

Our Staff

Executive Head Teacher
Mrs L Barker

Deputy Head Teacher
Mrs K Howe
Teachers
Mrs L Ward
Mr S Moore
Miss V Endacott
Miss A Swan
Ms A Shepherd
Miss S Richardson
Mrs J Humes

Support Staff
Mrs L Ramsay
Mrs H Phillipson
Mrs K Swan
Mrs J Dickinson
Mrs R Gilholme
Mrs V Collins
Mrs S McGray
Mr M Stokoe
Mr G Brennan
Mrs K Finch
Miss J Archibald

Office Administrator
Admin Assistant
Higher Level Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
Teaching Assistant
Caretaker
Unit Manager
Catering Assistant
Midday Supervisor

Members of the Governing Body

Denise Kendall
Leanne Barker
Kelly Howe
Jonathan Dodgeon
Nicholas Amey
Catherine Bolam
Abbey Wood
Karen Laing

Chair of Governors
Executive Head Teacher
Academy Governor
Academy Governor
Parent Governor
Academy Governor
Academy Governor
Academy Governor
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School Organisation

School Hours
Foundation/Key Stage 1
8.50am—11.55am 1.00pm – 3.15pm
Key Stage 2
8.50am—12.00pm 1.00pm – 3.15pm
There are currently 133 pupils on roll

Admissions
In most cases, children attend the appropriate school for
their address. However some parents request that their
children should attend a different school. Northumberland
aims to comply with parental requests whenever space is
available in the requested schools.
Northumberland LA retains the function of Admissions
Authority and all requests to attend schools other than the
normally appropriate school for the pupil's address should
be made through the Director of Education, using the
appropriate form available from schools or the Educational
Directorate. See Appendix I.

School Uniform
School uniform is encouraged because it fosters a sense of
community pride and belonging.
The uniform is available from Salto UK Ltd at Low Prudhoe and
consists of: Royal Blue Sweatshirt or cardigan with logo.
 White polo shirt.
 Grey or black trousers or skirt.
 Suitable footwear should be worn (not trainers) and all
clothing should be clearly named.
 Children will also need a change of clothes for PE consisting
of black shorts, coloured t-shirts (to match House Team) and
trainers for outdoor lessons. These should be kept in school
in a drawstring bag. All clothing should be clearly named.
 Children will need to have wellington boots, waterproof
trousers and coat in school at all times for outdoor play.
 Please can children have jogging bottoms and a spare
change of clothes in the PE bag at all times.

Jewellery and Hair
Jewellery may not be worn in school for health and safety reasons,
including earrings. School cannot accept responsibility
for loss of or damage done by jewellery. Inexpensive watches may be worn but again the school accepts no responsibility
for loss or damage.

Safety and Security

To assist with the smooth running of the school we ask all parents to
support us with the following points.
• Children should not be on the premises more than 15 minutes before the start of school.
• Children may not bring any items to school that may pose a danger
to themselves or others.
• Any money brought to school should be in a named envelope or
container.
• Children should not bring expensive personal items to school. The
school and the Education authority cannot accept responsibility for
loss or theft.
• All children’s property should be clearly named.
• Children should not leave the school premises at lunchtime except
to go home for lunch or with written permission.

Data Protection & School Health Services
For many years schools and the School Health & Dental Services have
worked together to ensure that all children are offered immunisation,
health surveillance, advice and support. To do this the School Health &
Dental Services need an up-to-date list of all children attending school.
These are used to provide programmes, including immunisation against
tuberculosis (BCG) and meningitis C and dental, hearing and visual
screening.
In response to changes in the Data Protection Act we are required to
ensure that parents know that the school gives their child’s name,
address and date of birth to the School Health & Dental Services for
this purpose.
This information will be shared unless you advise the Head
Teacher in writing that you do not wish this to happen.
Please note that no immunisation or dental work is carried out without
a signed consent form from the parent or guardian.

School Meals
We are extremely proud of our school meals service which is prepared,
cooked and served by ourselves in a purpose built building located in
the school yard. Children may take school meals or packed lunches.
Children pay a set amount each week unless they qualify for free school
meals. All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are eligible for universal free school meals and we urge parents to take up this opportunity.
A healthy, balanced and tasty two course meal is provided. Menus are
carefully planned to meet the nutritional needs of young children.
Children have a daily choice from a full menu (vegetarian, meat and
jacket potato options every day) chosen on a four weekly cycle. Sample
menus can be provided on request. Awareness of good social behaviour
is an important part of lunchtimes. To support good social interactions,
there are several Midday Supervisors who attend to the needs of the
children.
Water or milk is available at break time. However milk must be
pre-booked and paid for. School provide pupils with their own plastic
glass to ensure they have free access to drinking water throughout the
day.

National Fruit Scheme - due to this
initiative, fruit for Foundation Stage and
Key Stage I is provided at break time.
Older children may bring their own
fruit to eat at break time if they wish.

Medication
Under normal circumstances, staff do not give medication in
school. In cases of chronic or long-term illness prescribed medicines
may be given if written permission and instructions regarding dosage is
provided. The education authority guidelines (available in school) must
be adhered to.

Allergies—If your child suffers from any allergy please inform the
school immediately in writing, enclosing any medical allergy plans.
Several children are at risk from allergies, therefore, no nuts, nut
products or kiwi fruit is permitted in school.

Asthma - Children suffering from asthma should have their own

clearly named inhaler in school at all times to be taken when necessary.

School Information

Special Educational Needs
Children with Special Educational Needs are given specific and
appropriate support within the school’s resources. Where a child needs a
little extra help, he or she will placed on our initial concerns register. If
more specific intervention is required, they will have a pupil passport created for them which outlines their needs. If this happens they will be
placed on the Northumberland County Council SEND register. Children
with more complex, longer term needs will have a pupil SEN Support
Plan. This may lead to an application for an EHCP (Education and
Healthcare Plan) which would then remain in place until they reach adulthood. This programme is implemented by the class teacher and regularly
reviewed by our Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. The school has
a good relationship with outside agencies ensuring children with Special
Educational Needs have access to a broad and balanced curriculum. The
school also provides appropriately challenging and stimulating learning
plans to meet the specific needs of more able pupils.

Assessment for Learning
We place a high emphasis on Assessment for Learning processes
ensuring that teachers knowledge of the children promotes personalised
learning. Children are encouraged to play an active part in the process
through self and peer assessment. Parents are always very welcome to
talk to staff about their children and are invited into school on a number
of occasions throughout the year, both formally and informally.
Monitoring of Pupil Progress is on-going throughout the year, drawing on
a wide base of evidence taken over the whole year which
includes
the Key Stage 1 National Standard Assessment tasks and tests (SATs)
and optional SATs in years 3 and 4. Towards the end of each school year,
parents will receive a written report on their child's progress, as well as
parents’ evenings and an interim report during the year.

Collective Worship
At Broomley there is a daily assembly which is used to promote a positive
ethos for the whole school. There are opportunities for reflection and a
chance to celebrate achievement. Special occasions are celebrated and
the children are taught to recognise and value one another. We have
good links with the local churches and have special services throughout
the year. Parents do have the right to withdraw their child from collective
worship if they so wish. If this is the case, we will make alternative provision for these pupils.

The Curriculum
We follow the Statutory Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum (EYFS) in
Reception. Our belief is all children deserve the opportunity to fulfil their
maximum learning capacity. In the early years, we aim to achieve this by
offering a rich and varied curriculum that works alongside the children’s
interests in line with the EYFS guidance.
The children have daily access to our outdoor area where we have a
vegetable garden, digging patch, and a range of climbing equipment that
offers a variety of physical opportunities that challenge the children over
their time in Reception. We place very high value on outdoor learning.
Throughout their time at Broomley the children will take part in regular
visits to local Woods and other outdoor sites, as part of our involvement in
the Forest Schools programme. Each day is spent taking part in outdoor
activities that enhance the children’s participation in creative and
adventurous play.

Outdoor learning is a real strength, providing
memorable experiences which promote children’s
outstanding knowledge and understanding of the
world. Ofsted, June 2012

The high standard of teaching is maintained through a carefully planned
programme of staff development and training. Pupil achievement is
rigorously monitored and recorded to ensure progression, with parents kept
well informed at all times. The children are taught to become confident
learners with a focus on independent, creative and active learning.
We appreciate that each child is an individual and as such can differ greatly
in the way they learn, their motivational needs and pastoral care. We pride
ourselves in our ability to meet these needs and fulfil the potential of every
child with our personalised approach.

Teachers’ planning is exemplary and is well matched to each pupil’s needs
because teachers know their pupils exceptionally well.

Ofsted, June 2012

The Curriculum
English
Reading
We encourage a love of books and essential to sound development in all
curriculum areas. Children are taught the skills needed to read from
Reception. Our main Reading Schemes are Rigby Star, Literacy World and
Oxford Reading Tree supported by a wide range of other materials.
Children are encouraged to share the skills acquired in Literacy lessons at
home and parental involvement is encouraged through home/school
reading diaries. A book week is held in school when activities and story
sessions are arranged. A book fair is also organised once a year when
suitable books are on sale for parents to purchase.

Speaking and Listening
Children are encouraged to speak clearly and confidently to a range of
audiences. We aim to promote good listening skills enabling children to
listen to others with increasing concentration. Opportunities are given to
ask questions, negotiate and plan together through drama and role-play
and through more formal discussion and debate, encouraging the children
to listen to and respect the views of others.
Writing
We aim to give children an understanding of the value of writing to
prepare them for the everyday world outside school. Activities are carefully
planned to ensure that children have stimulating opportunities to write in a
range of styles and for a variety of purposes. We place a high emphasis on
the effective teaching and learning of phonics and spelling with a carefully
structured programme that ensures continuity and progression throughout
the school. We expect the children to write neatly with correct letter
formation, using a joined-up style when ready.
Drama
From the early years, children have lots of opportunities for imaginative
play and drama. We believe that through drama, children develop
self-confidence, extend their use of language and explore a range of
feelings, social situations and moral dilemmas.

The Curriculum
Mathematics
We aim to provide a solid foundation in mathematical skills. Each child has
a daily maths lesson, which is rigorously planned in accordance with the
National Curriculum. Much emphasis is placed on the development of
mental and oral skills and using and applying their knowledge. The
children are encouraged to use and practise their mathematical skills
through practical problem solving and investigation. Computing and a wide
range of maths equipment, games and problem solving activities
reinforce learning in a number of concepts, including measure, shape and
space and data handling.

Science
Science at Broomley is taught using an experimental and investigative
approach. Much of our curriculum is supported by the use of the outside
environment, making the most of our well planned grounds and beyond.
Practical experiments and scientific investigations are carefully thought out
to develop skills such as predicting, measuring, observing, recording,
hypothesising and communicating.

The Curriculum
Computing
Computing is taught as a subject in its own right as well as being integral to
learning across the curriculum. Children begin to develop capability and
confidence in computing from Foundation Stage. A wide variety of software
is available to enable children to develop their skills in data handling, communicating ideas through text, sound and graphics and modelling.
The use of iPads allows the children to improve their awareness, confidence
and handling of current technology. It adds an
exciting new dimension to
teaching and learning at Broomley, where the pupils can support their
learning with tools for presentation, assessment and sharing.
All classrooms are fitted with interactive smart boards and both digital video
and still cameras are used to record work and events.

Physical Education
Physical Education is an integral part of the education process. We have
the benefit of a school hall with an excellent range of equipment. We also
have an outdoor yard and use of football pitches and a cricket field.
We have enhanced our PE lessons with the expertise offered by Newcastle
United Foundation enabled through Sports Premium Funding. Our equipment is being upgraded as we cover new sports and we are delighted at
the development seen in the children’s confidence, ability and expertise!
We also attend various sporting competitions throughout the year and
have a number of sporting after school clubs.
Pupils participate regularly in annual Cricket Festivals, Gymnastics Festivals
and a Tennis Tournament. The football team also play regular fixtures
against other local teams.
Optional after school activities include dance club, tennis, karate, gymnastics, and other sports depending on the time of year.
Every year, the children in year 4 attend a residential outdoor activity centre where they have the opportunity to try some more adventurous activities.

The Curriculum
Music
Music is a powerful, unique form of communication that can change the
way pupils feel, think and act. As an integral part of culture, past and
present, it helps pupils understand themselves and relate to others.
At Broomley pupils learn to listen carefully, they play musical instruments
and sing. The children increase in confidence, skill and awareness of their
own contribution to group, class and school performances.
In addition to the curriculum within school we provide the opportunity for
small group instrumental music lessons. There is however a charge for
these extra curricular lessons. Children in Years 1, 2, 3 and 4 are given
whole class tuition in a musical instrument free of charge.

Religious Education
Children learn about caring and sharing, social and moral issues and
personal feelings. Through stories about Jesus and the Bible they
think about the Christian calendar and festivals. The beliefs and customs of
other faiths are taught and links with them are highlighted. Much emphasis
is placed on valuing and respecting the views of others.
Parents do have the right to withdraw their child from religious education,
alternative provision is made for these pupils.

The Curriculum

Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education
The school has an established scheme of work to take the children through
such areas as: Knowing myself.
 How do I feel about me.
 Positive actions towards others.
 Being aware of the needs of others.
 Choices and strategies.
 Truth and honesty.
 One world, one family.
The importance of Health Education will be emphasised within integrated
topics with the aim of encouraging pupils to adopt healthy lifestyles. This
includes drug awareness and drug safety.
In recognition of work carried out in this area of the curriculum Broomley
First School has been awarded Healthy School Status.
Citizenship is an integral part of the PSHCE curriculum. Philosophy for
children is a conduit for this in addition to other areas of the curriculum.
To enhance pupil welfare and well being, Year 4 children are ‘Buddies’
during playtimes and lunchtimes. These children support others by finding
friends to play with or by seeking help from an adult.
We have an active School Council drawn from Key Stage 1 and 2 pupils who
have a firm commitment to improving the school environment.
Our emphasis is very much on being a Healthy School and encouraging our
children to lead healthy lifestyles through clear understanding.

Sex and Relationship Education
Though the school does not teach a formal programme of sex education,
our policy is to use our science and health education curriculum to deliver
age appropriate knowledge about the development of humans, relationships
and family values.

School Information
Attendance
If your child is absent through illness or any other reason please inform
the school office by telephone in the morning. We actively encourage
parents to take children on holiday during school holiday times. Parents
who wish to take a child on their annual holiday during term time must
complete a holiday form available from the office, although this will not
be authorised unless exceptional circumstances are indicated and
evidenced.
We ask that you provide up-to-date emergency contact telephone
numbers in the event of a child becoming ill or having an accident while
at school. If we are unable to contact a parent the child may be taken to
hospital for treatment.
If a child has experienced vomiting and/or diarrhoea they must be kept
from school for 48 hours after the symptoms have ceased.
We operate an emergency texting service to inform parents of any vital
information that may need to be communicated quickly, such as school
closures.

Parent Teacher Association
Lead by an active committee, we are lucky to have a hard working PTA
who enhance the educational opportunities for the children in school by
organising a variety of fundraising events. These events not only fund
the purchase of extra resources for the school but also give the
opportunity for some very enjoyable social events.

The school is further enriched by a
wide range of partnerships that
promote pupils’ achievement and
strengthen the work of the school.

Ofsted, June 2012

Mid Tyne Kids Club
The MTKC is a childcare facility based in the school grounds offering
before and after school and holiday care. The club is very popular and
provides high quality, safe and stimulating care. Further information is
available by contacting Mid Tyne Kids Club direct on 0737 817 5687. If
no one is there to take your call an answer machine facility is in
operation.

School Information

Parental Involvement
We place a very high value on the contribution parents make towards their
child's education. The involvement of parents is one of the strengths of our
school, not only in fundraising and helping with school activities, but also
through their support at home with reading and homework.
Parents are encouraged to help in the classroom and with out of school
trips.
A weekly Newsletter keeps parents
informed about what the children
have been learning and what is happening in school. The Newsletter is also
available on the school website:
http://www.broomley.northumberland.sch.uk

School Transport
The Local Education Authority will arrange transport for those children who
live more than 2 miles from the school but within the catchment area. We
are firmly committed to promoting road safety and ask that parents park
with consideration at all times. Parents are asked to park in the cricket
field car park and to use car sharing whenever possible. Pedestrian access
is through the east or west footpaths only. There is no pedestrian access
through the vehicle entrance.

School Information

Behaviour and Discipline
Behaviour here at Broomley is excellent. We are firmly committed to
maintaining a safe, well-disciplined and happy environment in school
and encourage good behaviour at all times, usually through praise and
positive reinforcement. The children are expected to be well-mannered,
polite and kind to others. They should care for our school and those in it
and follow a simple code of conduct. We operate a playground buddy
system. Parents are kept well informed when a child's behaviour is in
question and their support of the school programme is expected. A
separate booklet informs parents of policy and practice to promote
positive behaviour. A home/school agreement is in operation.
Exclusion
If a child's behaviour is persistently unacceptable, the school may find it
necessary to exclude him or her from school. These exclusions may vary
in length and may include temporary exclusion over lunchtime for
example.
We must stress that these measures are very much a last resort and
only undertaken when the safety of other children or staff is
compromised. Parents have the right to appeal against exclusion
through the Local Authority.

Concerns and Complaints
Parents should feel free to approach their child’s teacher no matter how
trivial their concern may seem. We are very much a listening school and
promote effective home school communications at all times. In the
unfortunate situation where a concern cannot be resolved, then school
policies exist for dealing with general complaints to the Governing Body
and formal complaints to the Governing Body and LEA.
Behaviour is typically outstanding over time due to the
school’s exceptional commitment to promoting pupils’ spiritual,
moral, social and cultural development. It creates an excellent
climate for learning. Pupils have excellent attitudes to learning
and thoroughly enjoy their time in school.

Ofsted, June 2012

School Information
Community
We are very much a
community school and
aim to encourage strong
links with the village
and
the
rural
community
through
close
liaison
with
various
groups
and
organisations.
We hope to involve as
many members of the
community as possible
in the life of our school
as well as providing a
service to those in and
around Stocksfield.

Home Learning
All children are encouraged to take their reading books home to share
and consolidate the skills learnt in school. A home-school reading diary is
provided to help with communications. On occasions, children will be
asked to learn some key words related to their reading book or given a
simple task related to the topics of study.
We engage in a number of online and paper based home learning tasks
aimed at consolidating skills and enjoyment, and supporting learning development.
Children in Year 4 are encouraged to develop growing independence in
readiness for their transfer to middle school. A well established
programme of activities help to ensure a smooth transition to middle
school.

Conclusion

This prospectus provides information about this school, as required in
the 1980 Education Act, for parents of pupils who are expected to enter
school from within the catchment area and also for parents who wish
to know about the opportunities available.
Information about the general arrangements in Northumberland can be
found in the schools section of the Northumberland County Council
website:
https://www.northumberland.gov.uk/Education/Schools/Schooladmissions-places-appeals-1.aspx
All parents wishing their children to attend Broomley First School,
whether in or outside of our catchment area should submit an online
application to Northumberland County Council admissions team.

We would be delighted to give you any further information so, should
you require it, please do not hesitate to get in touch.
Alternatively …. Why not come and pay us a visit and see for yourself?

Thank you for getting to know our school!

APPENDIX I

Admissions Criteria
ADMISSIONS POLICY OF BROOMLEY FIRST SCHOOL
Broomley First School is an academy and part of Tyne Community
Learning Trust. The Trust is the admission authority for the School and
is responsible for determining the School’s admissions policy.
The published admission number (PAN) for entry into Reception at the
School is 30. Where the School receives more applications than places
available, places will be allocated in accordance with the criteria set out
below.
Children with an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) (formerly
known as a Statement of Special Education Needs) naming the School
will be admitted.
Oversubscription criteria
1.) ‘Looked after’ children or ‘previously looked after’ children i.e. children who were previously looked after but ceased to be because they
were adopted or became subject to a child arrangements order
(formerly a residence order) or a special guardianship order.
2.) Children with an exceptional social or medical need (for example,
where the child or one or both parents has a disability that means that
the child can only attend the School).
3.) Children living in the School’s catchment area.
4.) Children living in the School’s greater catchment area who have a
sibling already in the school who is expected to be on roll at the school
at the time of admission.
5.) Children living in the School’s greater catchment area.ix
6.) Children living outside the School’s catchment area and greater
catchment area with a sibling who (a) attends Broomley First School at
the time of application and (b) will be attending Broomley First School
at the time of admission.
7.) Other children.
Tie break
Within each oversubscription criterion priority will be given to children
with a sibling who (a) Broomley First School at the time of application
and (b) will be attending Broomley First School at the time of admission.
Priority will then be given to those children who live closest to the
School measured as a straight line (i.e. “as the crow flies”) from the
front door of the child’s home address to the School’s main entrance
using Northumberland County Council’s computerised measuring system. But, as between two or more children living the same distance
from the School, places will be offered by random allocation. The random allocation will be verified by someone independent of the School.

